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Introduction 


The following short book discusses the aspects of Sincere Repentance. 
This discussion is based on Chapter 4 An Nisa, Verses 17-18 of the 
Holy Quran: 


“The repentance accepted by Allah is only for those who do wrong in 
ignorance [or carelessness] and then repent soon [after]. It is those to 
whom Allah will turn in forgiveness, and Allah is ever Knowing and Wise. 
But repentance is not [accepted] of those who [continue to] do evil deeds 
up until, when death comes to one of them, he says, "Indeed, | have 
repented now," or of those who die while they are disbelievers. For them 
We have prepared a painful punishment.” 


Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 


“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 


Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 


Sincere Repentance 


Chapter 4 - An Nisa, Verses 17-18 
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“The repentance accepted by Allah is only for those who do wrong in 
ignorance [or carelessness] and then repent soon [after]. It is those to 
whom Allah will turn in forgiveness, and Allah is ever Knowing and Wise. 


But repentance is not [accepted] of those who [continue to] do evil deeds 
up until, when death comes to one of them, he says, "Indeed, | have 
repented now," or of those who die while they are disbelievers. For them 
We have prepared a painful punishment.” 


“The repentance accepted by Allah is only for those who do wrong 
in ignorance [or carelessness] and then repent soon [after]...But 
repentance is not [accepted] of those who [continue to] do evil 
deeds up until, when death comes to one of them, he says, "Indeed, 
| have repented now,"...” 


Scholars are in agreement that the soon mentioned in the first verse 
refers to any time prior to death. This has been indicated in the second 
verse. This is also supported by a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 
number 3537. 


The fact that the word soon is used for a person’s lifetime just prior to 
their death indicates how short one’s life truly is. 


It is strange that even though people believe they can die at any moment 
yet the vast majority behave as if they will live a long life. Some dedicate 
their efforts to this material world to such a degree that even if they were 
guaranteed a long life they could not exert any more effort for the sake 
of the material world. Unfortunately, Muslims delay preparing for the 
hereafter believing they can do it in the future. They often keep delaying 
this preparation until they suddenly encounter death unprepared. 


It is important for Muslims to understand that no matter how long they 
live life goes by in a flash. So they should take every opportunity they 
have in order to prepare for the eternal hereafter. This does not mean 
they should abandon the world completely. It means they should 
prioritize preparing for the hereafter by only taking what they need from 


the material world in order to fulfil their necessities and responsibilities 
according to the commands of Allah, the Exalted. This attitude will allow 
them to enjoy the lawful pleasures of this world and prepare adequately 
for the next one also. A Muslim only fails preparing for the hereafter 
correctly because of their pursuit of the excess of this material world, not 
by striving to fulfil their necessities and responsibilities. 


A Muslim should remember the Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 
7424, which warns that only a person’s deeds will accompany them in 
their grave while their family and wealth abandons them at this crucial 
moment. Therefore, a Muslim should give priority to the thing which will 
aid them in their moment of need. 


Muslims should not delay preparing for the hereafter otherwise they may 
well encounter death suddenly while unprepared as death does not 
come at a particular age or time. If they fail to prepare they will be left 
with nothing but regrets at a time when regrets will not benefit them. 
Chapter 89 Al Fajr, verse 23: 


“And brought [within view], that Day, is Hell - that Day, man will 
remember, but how |i.e., what good] to him will be the remembrance ?” 


“The repentance accepted by Allah is only for those who do wrong 
in ignorance [or carelessness] and then repent soon [after]. It is 
those to whom Allah will turn in forgiveness...But repentance is not 
[accepted] of those who [continue to] do evil deeds up until, when 
death comes to one of them, he says, "Indeed, | have repented 
now,”...” 


A divine Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3540, advises the 
importance and vastness of the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted. The 
first part of the Hadith declares that as long as a Muslim sincerely 
supplicates to Allah, the Exalted, and hope's in His mercy they will be 
forgiven by Him. 


This response has in fact been guaranteed for all lawful supplications in 
the Holy Quran not just for the supplication of forgiveness. Chapter 40 
Ghafir, verse 60: 


“And your Lord says, "Call upon Me; | will respond to you."...” 


In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
mentioned this verse and declared that supplication is an act of worship 
meaning, a righteous deed. This has been advised in a Hadith found in 
Sunan Abu Dawud, number 1479. A Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 
number 3604, advises that every supplication is accepted in different 
ways as long as it is a lawful one. The person is either granted what they 
requested or a reward will be reserved for them in the hereafter or they 
will be forgiven an equivalent sin. But it is important to note, that in order 


to receive a positive response a Muslim must fulfil the conditions and the 
etiquettes of the supplication. 


One of the greatest supplications a Muslim can make is for forgiveness 
as it is a means for one obtaining blessings, avoiding difficulties in this 
world and a means to obtaining Paradise and escaping Hell in the next 
world. Chapter 71 Nuh, verses 10-12: 


“And said, 'Ask forgiveness of your Lord. Indeed, He is ever a Perpetual 
Forgiver. He will send [rain from] the sky upon you in [continuing] 
showers. And give you increase in wealth and children and provide for 
you gardens and provide for you rivers.” 


As indicated by the main Hadith under discussion having hope in the 
infinite mercy of Allah, the Exalted, when supplicating is a condition for 
forgiveness. In fact, Allah, the Exalted, acts according to His servant's 
opinion of Him, which has been confirmed in a divine Hadith found in 
Sahih Bukhari, number 7405. 


One of the greatest causes of forgiveness is when a Muslim only hopes 
in Allah, the Exalted, to forgive them full well knowing no one can forgive 
them or protect them from punishment except Allah, the Exalted. 


The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that no 
matter how many sins a person commits the mercy and forgiveness of 
Allah, the Exalted, is greater. In fact, it is unlimited therefore a person’s 
limited sins will never be able to overcome it. It is why the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised Muslims to 
magnify what they supplicate for as nothing is too great for Allah, the 
Exalted, to grant. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Muslim, number 6812. 


The next part of the main Hadith under discussion indicates the 
importance of sincerely seeking the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, 
which has been mentioned in many verses and other Hadiths. This act 
of seeking forgiveness is a part of sincere repentance. It can be 
understood that seeking forgiveness is an act of the tongue while the 
rest of sincere repentance involves turning away from the sin through 
actions. It also includes feeling genuine remorse, making a firm promise 
not to commit the sin again and making up for any rights which have 
been violated in respect to Allah, the Exalted, and people. It is important 
to note, that not persisting on the same sin is a condition for the 
repentance to be accepted. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 135: 


“And those who, when they commit an immorality or wrong themselves 
[by transgression], remember Allah and seek forgiveness for their sins - 
and who can forgive sins except Allah? - and [who] do not persist in 
what they have done while they know.” 


It is extremely important for a Muslim to be persistent in seeking 
forgiveness as this leads to deliverance from every worry, a way out 
from every difficulty and support from places where one would not 


expect. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, 
number 1518. 


The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is the 
greatest cause of forgiveness namely, not associating anything to Allah, 
the Exalted. There are two types of associating things with Allah, the 
Exalted: major polytheism and minor polytheism. The major type is when 
one worships things other than Allah, the Exalted, or in addition to Him. 
The minor version is when one acts for the sake of anyone except Allah, 
the Exalted, such as showing off. This has been warned in a Hadith 
found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3989. In fact, the one who acts for 
the sake of people will be told by Allah, the Exalted, on Judgment Day to 
seek their reward from those they acted for, which will not be possible. 
This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154. 
The one who acts in this way will find that they will eventually be 
exposed in this world and no matter how well they treat others they will 
never gain their real love or respect because of their bad intention. This 
has been indicated in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6705. 


When one realises the Oneness of Allah, the Exalted, they only think, 
act and speak for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, out of fear and love 
for Him. This behaviour minimises the chances of committing sins and 
whatever sins do occur will be forgiven by Allah, the Exalted. It is the 
reason why the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, declared in a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 3797, that 
the statement there is none worthy of worship except Allah, the Exalted, 
removes all wrong actions. 


This is the behaviour all Muslims must strive to adopt. The foundation of 
it is fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His 
prohibitions and being patient with destiny. 


“The repentance accepted by Allah is only for those who do wrong 
in ignorance [or carelessness] and then repent soon [after]. It is 
those to whom Allah will turn in forgiveness...But repentance is not 
[accepted] of those who [continue to] do evil deeds up until, when 
death comes to one of them, he says, "Indeed, | have repented 
now,”"...” 


Scholars are in agreement that the soon mentioned in the first verse 
refers to any time prior to death. This has been indicated in the second 
verse. This is also supported by a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 
number 3537. 


The fact that the word soon is used for a person’s lifetime just prior to 
their death indicates how short one’s life truly is. 


A great obstacle to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, is having false 
hope for a long life. It is an extremely blameworthy characteristic as it is 
the main cause for a Muslim giving priority to amassing the material 
world over preparing for the hereafter. One only needs to assess their 
average 24 hour day and observe how much time they dedicate to the 
material world and how much time they dedicate to the hereafter in order 
to realise this truth. In fact, having false hope for a long life is one of the 
strongest weapons the Devil uses in order to misguide people. When a 
person believes they will live long they delay preparing for the hereafter 
falsely believing they can prepare for it in the near future. In most cases, 
this near future never comes and a person passes away without 
adequately preparing for the hereafter. 


In addition, false hope for a long life causes one to delay sincere 
repentance and changing one's character for the better as they believe 
they have much time left to do this. It encourages a person to hoard the 
things of this material world, such as wealth, as it convinces them they 
will need these things during their long life on Earth. The Devil scares 
people into thinking they must hoard wealth for their old age as they may 
find no one to support them when they become physically weaker and 
therefore can no longer work for themself. They forget that the same 
way Allah, the Exalted, took care of their provision when they were 
younger He will provide for them in old age too. In fact, the provision of 
the creation was allocated over fifty thousand years before the creation 
of the Heavens and the Earth. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Muslim, number 6748. It is strange how a person will dedicate 40 
years of their life saving for their retirement which very rarely lasts longer 
than 20 years but fails to prepare in the same way for the eternal 
hereafter. 


Islam does not teach Muslims to not prepare anything for the world. 
There is no harm in saving for the near future as long as priority is given 
to the hereafter. Even though, people admit they may die at any time 
yet, some behave as if they will live forever in this world. Even to the 
point that if they were given a promise of eternal life on Earth they would 
not be able to strive harder in order to accumulate more of the material 
world due to the restrictions of the day and night. How many people 
have passed away earlier than expected? And how many learn a lesson 
from this and change their behaviour? 


In reality, one of the greatest pains a person will feel at the time of death 
or any other stage of the hereafter is regret for delaying their preparation 
for the hereafter. Chapter 63 Al Munafiqun, verses 10-11: 


“And spend [in the way of Allah] from what We have provided you before 
death approaches one of you and he says, "My Lord, if only You would 
delay me for a brief term so | would give charity and be of the righteous." 
But never will Allah delay a soul when its time has come. And Allah is 
Aware of what you do.” 


A person would be labelled a fool if they dedicated more time and wealth 
on a house which they were only going to live in for a short while 
compared to a house they were planning to live in for a very long time. 
This is the example of giving priority to the temporal world over the 
eternal hereafter. 


Muslims should work for both the world and the hereafter but know that 
death does not come to a person at a time, situation or age known to 
them but it is certain to come. Therefore, preparing for it and what it 
leads to should take priority over preparing for a future in this world 
which is not certain to occur. 


“The repentance accepted by Allah is only for those who do wrong 
in ignorance [or carelessness] and then repent soon [after]. It is 
those to whom Allah will turn in forgiveness...But repentance is not 
[accepted] of those who [continue to] do evil deeds up until, when 
death comes to one of them, he says, "Indeed, | have repented 
now,” or of those who die while they are disbelievers...” 


Theses verses differentiate between true hope in the forgiveness and 
mercy of Allah, the Exalted, and wishful thinking. 


Even though there is no doubt that the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, is 
infinite and can overcome all sins. And giving up hope in the infinite 
mercy of Allah, the Exalted, is defined as unbelief in chapter 12 Yusuf, 
verse 87: 


“...Indeed, no one despairs of relief from Allah except the disbelieving 
people." 


Yet, none the less it is extremely important for Muslims to understand a 
fact. Namely, a Muslim has not been guaranteed to leave this world with 
their faith meaning, a Muslim is in danger of dying as a non-Muslim. This 
is the greatest loss. If this happens it does not take a scholar to conclude 
where this person will reside in the hereafter. This can occur when a 
Muslim persists on sins especially, major sins, such as drinking alcohol 
and failing to offer their obligatory prayers and reaches their end without 
sincerely repenting from their sins. This is the reason why Muslims must 
sincerely repent from all their sins and strive to fulfil all their obligatory 


duties as this is a task they can undoubtedly fulfil. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, 
verse 286: 


“Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...” 


They should not be fooled into believing they possess hope in the mercy 
of Allah, the Exalted. As true hope in the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, is 
supported by obedience to Allah, the Exalted, through actions. This 
involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and 
facing destiny with patience. Failing to do this and then expecting the 
mercy and forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, is not hope in His mercy it 
is merely wishful thinking which has no weight or significance. This has 
been clearly warned by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
2459. 


“The repentance accepted by Allah is only for those who do wrong 
in ignorance [or carelessness] and then repent soon [after]. It is 
those to whom Allah will turn in forgiveness...But repentance is not 
[accepted] of those who [continue to] do evil deeds up until, when 
death comes to one of them, he says, "Indeed, | have repented 
now," or of those who die while they are disbelievers...” 


It is important for Muslims to understand that whenever they face any 
type of worldly failure or regrets they should remind themselves of the 
regrets in the hereafter some people will have, such as the one 
mentioned in chapter 89 Al Fajr, verse 24: 


wy 


“He will say, "Oh, | wish | had sent ahead [some good] for my life. 


In this world one's regret will always be followed by another chance or 
other options which they can pursue in order to gain success once 
again. But the regret and failure of the hereafter is something which 
cannot be rectified meaning, there are no second chances in the next 
world. No one will have the opportunity to return to Earth in order to act 
differently. 


Therefore, every Muslim should be more concerned with the failures 
they may encounter in the hereafter over the failures and regrets of this 
world. This does not mean one should not strive to achieve lawful 
success in this world. It means they should always prioritise gaining 
success in the hereafter over gaining success in this world. This is an 
important mentality Muslims should adopt before they reach a day where 


reflecting on their failures and regrets will not help them in the slightest. 
Chapter 89 Al Fajr, verse 23: 


“And brought [within view], that Day, is Hell - that Day, man will 
remember, but how [i.e., what good] to him will be the remembrance ?” 


“The repentance accepted by Allah is only for those who do wrong 
in ignorance [or carelessness] and then repent soon [after]. It is 
those to whom Allah will turn in forgiveness...But repentance is not 
[accepted] of those who [continue to] do evil deeds up until, when 
death comes to one of them, he says, "Indeed, | have repented 
now,” or of those who die while they are disbelievers...” 


Death is something which is certain to occur but the time is unknown so 
it therefore makes sense that a Muslim who believes in the hereafter 
prioritises preparing for it over preparing for things which might not 
occur, such as marriage, children or their retirement. It is strange how 
many Muslims have adopted the opposite mentality even though they 
testify that the world is temporary and uncertain whereas the hereafter is 
permanent and they are certain to reach it. No matter how one behaves 
they will be judged regarding their deeds. A Muslim should not be fooled 
into believing that they can and will prepare for the hereafter in the future 
as this attitude only causes them to delay further until their death occurs 
and they leave this world with regrets that will not aid them. 


So the important thing is not that people will die as this is unavoidable 
but the key is acting in such a way that one is fully prepared for it. The 
only way to prepare for it correctly is by acting on the teachings of Islam 
namely, fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His 
prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. This is only possible when 
one prioritises preparing for the hereafter over preparing for things which 
might not occur. 


“_..It is those to whom Allah will turn in forgiveness...” 


Allah, the Exalted, conceals and covers the faults of His repentant 
servants without punishing them or holding it against them in anyway. 


A Muslim should therefore never lose hope in the mercy of Allah, the 
Exalted, as this leads to unbelief. Chapter 12 Yusuf, verse 87: 


“...and despair not of relief from Allah. Indeed, no one despairs of relief 
from Allah except the disbelieving people." 


A Muslim should understand that the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, is 
unlimited while their sins will always be limited. The limited can never 
overcome the unlimited. But it is important to note this applies to the one 
who repents sincerely not the person who continues sinning believing 
they will be forgiven. This is merely wishful thinking not true hope in the 
forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted. Sincere repentance involves feeling 
remorse, seeking forgiveness from Allah, the Exalted, and if necessary 
from people, sincerely promising to refrain from the same or similar sin 
again and making up for any rights which have been violated in respect 
to Allah, the Exalted, and people. 


Muslims should act on this blessed divine name by overlooking and 
forgiving the mistakes of others. It is logical to understand that if one 


desires the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, they should learn to forgive 
others. Chapter 24 An Nur, verse 22: 


“..and let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah 
should forgive you? And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.” 


“_..and Allah is ever Knowing...” 


Allah, the Exalted, is All Knowing as nothing escapes His knowledge 
whether in the Heavens or the Earth whether visible or not. The 
knowledge of Allah, the Exalted, has no limit, it has no beginning and no 
end and it is innate meaning, no one gave it to Him. Every creation 
which possesses knowledge has been granted it by none other than 
Allah, the Exalted. The knowledge of the creation is limited and has a 
beginning. Allah, the Exalted, is fully aware of one's outer and inner 
beings at all time. 


The Muslim who understands this divine name will refrain from sins both 
outward and inward rightfully believing Allah, the Exalted, knows all this 
and will hold them accountable for their actions. In addition, they will not 
stress about worldly issues understanding that Allah, the Exalted, is fully 
aware of them and will respond to them at the right time. 


A Muslim should act on this divine name by striving to gain and act on 
useful knowledge both worldly and religious which is the path of piety. 
This is the true inheritor of the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, 
which has been indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 
223. 


“_..Allah is ever...Wise.” 


Allah, the Exalted, possesses infinite knowledge of all things and their 
real nature and acts according to His infinite wisdom in a perfect 
manner. The Muslim who understands this divine name will never object 
to His choices and decrees knowing that there is wisdom behind each 
choice of Allah, the Exalted, which benefits His servants even if they are 
not obvious to them. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216: 


“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


A Muslim should act on this divine name by using their knowledge and 
blessings according to the commands of Allah, the Exalted, as this is the 
ultimate wisdom a person can possess. 


“But repentance is not [accepted] of those who [continue to] do evil 
deeds up until, when death comes to one of them, he says, "Indeed, 
| have repented now," or of those who die while they are 
disbelievers. For them We have prepared a painful punishment.” 


It is important to learn that no matter how much physical or social 
strength a person has a day will certainly come when they face the 
consequences of their actions. In most cases, this occurs during their life 
where the actions of a person leads them to trouble, such as prison and 
eventually they will face the consequences of their actions in the 
hereafter as well. This applies to all people not just leaders. 


A Muslim should therefore never mistreat others, such as their relatives. 
They should learn a lesson from the tyrannical leaders of history who 
were greater in strength than them yet, a day certainly came when their 
strength did not benefit them and they faced the consequences of their 
evil deeds. Social influence and strength are fickle things as they quickly 
pass from person to person thereby, never remaining with anyone for 
long. Therefore, a Muslim who possesses such strength should use it in 
a way which is pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, by benefiting themself and 
others. But if they abuse their authority then they will eventually face a 
punishment which no one can protect them from. 


In addition, it is important not to abuse one’s authority as it may cause 
them to be hurled into Hell on Judgment Day. Every oppressor will have 
to give their righteous deeds to their victims and if necessary take the 
sins of their victims until justice is established. This will cause many 
oppressors to be thrown into Hell. This has been confirmed in a Hadith 
found in Sahih Muslim, number 6579. 


To conclude, a Muslim should never forget to hold themself accountable 
for their deeds. Those who do will avoid disobeying Allah, the Exalted, 
and harming others. But those who do not judge themselves will 
continue disobeying Allah, the Exalted, and harming others heedlessly 
not knowing that in actual fact they are only harming themselves. But 
when they realize this fact it will be too late for them to escape 
punishment. 
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